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What is Claimed is; 
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An interactive television program guide 
which an interactive television program guide 
is at least partially implemented on user equipment of 
a user, comprising: 

means for supplying program listings to 
the interactive television program guide; 

means for supplying information on 
certain simple categories of/ programming and certain 
combination categories of programming that are 
associated with the program/ listings; 

means for displaying a selectable list 
of the simple categories and combination categories on 
the user equipment with tl/e interactive television 
program guide; and 

means for / searching for program listings 
with the interactive television program guide that 
match a given category selected from the selectable 
list by the user and displaying the matching program 
listings with the interactive television program guide 
on the user equipment] 



2. The interactive television program guide 
system defined in cJiaim 1 further comprising: 

a main facility at which the program 
listings are assigned certain ones of the combination 
categories each of /which is composed of certain ones of 
the simple categories using a combination category 
build process in which a number of simple categories 
associated with each program listing are compared to a 
list of supported combination categories and a given 



combination category is assigned to each program 
listing when the simple categories /associated with that 
program listing match the simple Categories from which 
the given combination category is/ composed, 

3. The interactive television program guide 
system defined in claim 1, further comprising: 

means for supplying a list of supported 
combination categories, wherein the means for 
displaying a selectable list of the simple categories 
and combination categories comprises means for 
displaying the categories based on the list of 
supported combination categories . 

4. The interactive television program guide 
system defined in claim y wherein the means for 
searching for program listings and displaying the 
matching program listings further comprises means for 
displaying the matching program listings in a display 
that only contains matching program listings. 

5. The interactive television program guide 
system defined in claim 1 wherein the means for 
searching for program listings and displaying the 
matching program listings further comprises means for 
distinctively displaying the matching program listings 
in a display that contains matching and nonmatching 
program listings. / 

6. The interactive television program guide 
system defined iry claim 5 wherein the means for 
distinctively displaying further comprises means for 



displaying the matching program listings in a 
distinctive color. / 

7. The interactive television program guide 
system defined in claim 5 wherein the means for 
distinctively displaying further comprises means for 
displaying the matching program listings with 
distinctive labels. / 

8. The interactive television program guide 
system defined in claim 1 further comprising means for 
allowing the user to rearrange the selectable list. 

9. The interactive television program guide 
system defined in claim/ 1 further comprising means for 
allowing the user to rearrange the selectable list by 
providing an option for the user to select a given 
programming category/and to designate an order of 
placement on the selectable list for that given 
programming categoryy and by redisplaying the selectable 
list with the selected given programming category in 
the designated order. 

10. Thfe interactive television program guide 
system defined in claim 1 further comprising means for 
allowing the uselr to rearrange the selectable list by 
providing an option for the user to delete a given 
programming cat/egory and by redisplaying the selectable 
list with the given programming category deleted. 



11./ The interactive television program guide 
system defineJa in claim 1 further comprising means for 
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allowing the user to rearrange the seLectable list by 
providing an option for the user to select a given 
programing category and by redisplaying the selectable 
list with the given programming category reordered to 
the top of the selectable list. / 

12. The interactive television program guide 
system defined in claim 1 further comprising means for 
automatically rearranging the ^selectable list with the 
program guide based on how frequently the user selects 
certain categories from the /selectable list. 

13. The interactive television program guide 
system defined in claim V further comprising means for 
allowing the user to designate certain categories as 
favorites. / 

14. The interactive television program guide 
system defined in claim 13 further comprising means for 
displaying the selectable list of categories based on 
the selected favorite categories. 

15. The interactive television program guide 
system defined in claim 1 wherein the user equipment is 
personal computet equipment. 

16. /The interactive television program guide 
system defined in claim 1 wherein the user equipment is 
user televisiyon equipment. 

17. The interactive television program guide 
system defi/ned in claim 1 further comprising: 



- 33 - 

a television distribution facility 
connected to the user equipment for providing the 
program listings and television programming to the user 
equipment . 

18. The interactive television program guide 
system defined in claim 1 wherein/ the program listings 
are provided to the user equipment over the Internet. 



19. The interactive /television program guide 
system defined in claim 1 wherein at least one of the 
simple categories is selected/ from the group consisting 
of sports, comedy, news, children's programming, 
movies, and adult programmii 



20. The interactive television program guide 
system defined in claim 1 /wherein at least one of the 
combination categories is selected from the group 
consisting of sports-comedy, sports-baseball, comedy- 
movies, comedy-series, and horror-movies. 



"21. The interactive television program guide 
system defined in claim 1, wherein each one of 
categories in the selectable list of the simple 
categories and combination categories has at least one 
program listing associated with the category. 

An interactive television program guide 
system comprising: 

an in/teractive television program guide 
at least partially implemented on user television 
equipment of a usee configured to display a selectable 
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list of certain simple categories of programming and 
certain combination categories of programming that are 
associated with program listings on the user equipment, 
to search for program listings that match a given 
category selected from the selectable list by the user, 
and to display the matching program /Listings with the 
interactive television program guidje on the user 
equipment; and 

distribution equipment configured to 
supply the program listings to tme interactive 
television program guide and to /supply the information 
on the simple categories and tl/e combination categories 
of programming. 



23. The interactive television program guide 
system defined in claim 22 /further comprising: 

a main faciAity at which the program 
listings are assigned cerTcain ones of the combination 
categories each of which/ is composed of certain ones of 
the simple categories using a combination category 
build process in which /a number of simple categories 
associated with each program listing are compared to a 
list of supported combination categories and a given 
combination category /is assigned to each program 
listing when the simple categories associated with that 
program listing matah the simple categories from which 
the given combination category is composed. 



24. Thef interactive television program guide 
system defined iry claim 22, further comprising: 

a/main facility that supplies a list of 
supported combination categories, wherein the 



- 35 - 

interactive television program guide is J configured to 
display the categories based on the llsjt of supported 
combination categories . 

25. The interactive televi/sion program guide 
system defined in claim 22 wherein tjne interactive 
television program guide is configured to display the 
matching program listings in a display that only 
contains matching program listing^ 

26. The interactive television program guide 
system defined in claim 22 wherein the interactive 
television program guide is configured to distinctively 
display the matching program/listings in a display that 
contains matching and nonmattching program listings. 



27. The interactive television program guide 
system defined in claim 46 wherein the interactive 
television program guide^ is configured to display the 
matching program listinas in a distinctive color. 



28. The interactive television program guide 
system defined in claim 26 wherein the interactive 
television program guade is configured to display the 
matching program listings with distinctive labels. 



29. The interactive television program guide 
system defined in cfLaim 22 wherein the interactive 
television program /guide is configured to allow the 
user to rearrange A:he selectable list. 



30. The interactive television program guide 
system defined in claim 22 wherein the /interactive 
television program guide is configured to allow the 
user to rearrange the selectable list py providing an 
option for the user to select a given/ programming 
category and to designate an order ofl placement on the 
selectable list for that given programming category and 
by redisplaying the selectable list/ with the selected 
given programming category in the designated order. 

31. The interactive television program guide 
system defined in claim 22 wherein the interactive 
television program guide is configured to allow the 
user to rearrange the selectable list by providing an 
option for the user to delete/ a given programming 
category and by redisplaying /the selectable list with 
the given programming category deleted. 

32. The interactive television program guide 
system defined in claim 22/ wherein the interactive 
television program guide is configured to allow the 
user to rearrange the selectable list by providing an 
option for the user to select a given programing 
category and by redisplaying the selectable list with 
the given programming category reordered to the top of 
the selectable list. / 

33. The inueractive television program guide 
system defined in claim 22 wherein the interactive 
television program gu/ide is configured to automatically 
rearrange the selectable list with the program guide 
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based on how frequently the user s/elects certain 
categories from the selectable li/st . 



34. The interactive/television program guide 
system defined in claim 22 wherein interactive 
television program guide is /configured to allow the 
user to designate certain gfategories as favorites , 



35. The interactive television program guide 
system defined in claiirf 31 further wherein the 
interactive television program guide is configured to 
display the selectable list of categories based on the 
selected favorite categories . 



36. The interactive /television program guide 
system defined in claim 22 wherein the user equipment 
is personal computer equipment . 

37. The interac/fcive television program guide 
system defined in claim 2£ wherein the user equipment 
is user television equipment. 

38. The interactive television program guide 
system defined in cla™ 22 further comprising: 

a television distribution facility 
connected to the use/: equipment for providing the 
program listings ar^fl television programming to the user 
equipment 



39. T/ie interactive television program guide 
system defined An claim 22 wherein the program listings 
are provided t^o the user equipment over the Internet. 
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40. The interactive television program guide 
system defined in claim 22 wherein at /least one of the 
simple categories is selected from the group consisting 
of sports, comedy, news, children's programming, 
movies, and adult programming. 



41. The interactive tel/evision program guide 
system defined in claim 22 wherei/i at least one of the 
combination categories is selected from the group 
consisting of sports-comedy, spprts-baseball , comedy- 
movies, comedy-series, and horror-movies. 



42. The interactive television program guide 
system defined in claim 22, /wherein each one of 
categories in the selectable list of the simple 
categories and combination categories has at least one 
program listing associated with the category. 

43< A method for using an interactive 
televisi^dn program gu/de system in which an interactive 
television program guide is at least partially 
implemented on user/equipment of a user, comprising: 

supplying program listings to the 
interactive television program guide; 

lpplying information on certain simple 
categories of programming and certain combination 
categories of /programming that are associated with the 
program list/ngs; 

displaying a selectable list of the 
simple categories and combination categories on the 
user equipment with the interactive television program 
guide; s^nd 
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searching for program Listings with the 
interactive television program guide that match a given 
category selected from the selectable list by the user 
and displaying the matching program /listings with the 
interactive television program guic^e on the user 
equipment . 
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44. The method defined in claim 43 further 
comprising : 

assigning to th£ program listings 
certain ones of the combination categories each of 
which is composed of certain/ones of the simple 
categories using a combinat/on category build process 
in which a number of simple categories associated with 
each program listing are compared to a list of 
supported combination categories and a given 
combination category is/assigned to each program 
listing when the simple categories associated with that 
program listing match /the simple categories from which 
the given combination category is composed. 



45. The /xethod defined in claim 43, further 
comprising : 

supplying a list of supported 
combination categories, wherein the displaying the 
selectable list of the simple categories and 
combination categories comprises displaying the 
categories bas^d on the list of supported combination 
categories . 



4(/. The method defined in claim 43 wherein 
searching &or program listings and displaying the 
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matching program listings further comprises displaying 
the matching program listings in ^faisplay that only 
contains matching program livings 

47. The macho d defined in claim 43 wherein 
searching for program listings and displaying the 
matching prograpri listings further comprises 
distinctively^ displaying the matching program listings 
in a display that contains matching and nonmatching 
program yzstinqs . 

48. The method de&ined in claim 42 wherein 
distinctively displaying farther comprises displaying 
the matching program listings in a distinctive color. 

49. The/method defined in claim 42 wherein 
distinctively displaying further comprises displaying 
the matching program listings with distinctive labels, 

50. The method defined /In claim 43 further 
comprising : 

allowing the usj6r to rearrange the 
selectable list. 



51. The method /def ined in claim 43 further 
comprising : 

allowing/ the user to rearrange the 
selectable list by providing an option for the user to 
select a given programming category and to designate an 
order of placement/on the selectable list for that 
given programming/ category and by redisplaying the 
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selectable list with the selected c/iven programming 
category in the designated order. 

52. The method defined in claim 43 further 
comprising: 

allowing the uskr to rearrange the 
selectable list by providing An option for the user to 
delete a given programming category and by redisplaying 
the selectable list with thp given programming category 
deleted. 



53. The method defined in claim 43 further 
comprising : 

allowing the user to rearrange the 
selectable list by providing an option for the user to 
select a given programing category and by redisplaying 
the selectable list/with the given programming category 
reordered to the top of the selectable list. 

54. TJie method defined in claim 43 further 
comprising : 

/automatically rearranging the selectable 
list with the Program guide based on how frequently the 
user selects pertain categories from the selectable 
list. 



The method defined in claim 43 further 

comprising 

allowing the user to designate certain 
categories as favorites. 



56. The method defined in c/aim 55 further 
comprising : 

displaying the selectable list of 
categories based on the selected favorite categories. 

57. The method definecy in claim 43 further 
comprising : 

providing a television distribution 
facility connected to the usey equipment for providing 
the program listings and television programming to the 
user equipment. 

58. The method/ defined in claim 43 further 
comprising : 

providing the program listings to the 
user equipment over tme Internet, 

59. The Method defined in claim 43 further 
comprising : 

selecting at least one of the simple 
categories from the group consisting of sports, comedy, 
news, children' 55 programming, movies, and adult 
programming . 

60. / The method defined in claim 43 further 
comprising : 

selecting at least one of the 
combination categories is selected from the group 
consisting of sports-comedy, sports-baseball, comedy- 
movies, /comedy-series, and horror-movies. 
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61. The method defined in claim 43, wherein 
the displaying the selectable list of the simple 
categories and combination categories comprises 
displaying each of oife of the categories having at 
least one program/listing associated with the category. 



